The Eucharist
of Christmas Morning

NAME OF CHURCH

ABOUT THIS SERVICE

Welcome to NAME OF CHURCH and to this Eucharist. In it we recall the last meal of Christ with his friends in the Upper Room, and we recognise him in the breaking of the bread. Although our faith is grounded in history, this service is not a nostalgic looking back to the events of the past: it is a celebration that in the Eucharist Christ is truly present to us now, and a promise of the glory that will be ours when the whole universe is made complete in him. 

The season of Christmas is a time of great joy, as we hear again the message of the angels, and go in heart and mind to Bethlehem to see the babe lying in a manger. The mood is one of wonder that God has sent his Son into the world to share our life, and that he comes to us in this service in bread and wine.

The service falls within the alternatives permitted in ‘Holy Communion Order One’ from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England. Copies of the full text are available for the inspection of the congregation.

All baptized Christians from any Christian tradition are warmly invited to receive communion at this service. If you would prefer to receive a blessing, please bow your head as a signal to the minister.

All of us at NAME OF CHURCH wish you a joyful and peaceful Christmas, and pray that you will know the presence of the incarnate Christ in your hearts and lives.

THE EUCHARIST OF CHRISTMAS MORNING

The Gathering

The congregation stands to sing the Opening Hymn.

During the hymn the choir and the ministers enter.

Once in royal David's city

Stood a lowly cattle shed,

Where a mother laid her baby

In a manger for his bed;

Mary was that Mother mild,

Jesus Christ her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven

Who is God and Lord of all,

And his shelter was a stable,

And his cradle was a stall;

With the poor and mean and lowly

Lived on earth our Saviour holy.

As the procession reaches the Crib, the president says

Dear friends, as we meet to celebrate the birth of Christ,

let us pray that God will fill our hearts with love,

so that we and all who worship his Son, born of the Virgin Mary,

may come to share his life in glory.

We pray you, Lord, to purify our hearts,

that they may be worthy to become your dwelling place.

Let us never fail to find room for you,

but come and abide in us,

that we also may abide in you,

for as at this time you were born into the world for us,

and live and reign, King of kings and Lord of lords,

now and for ever.

All
Amen.
The president censes the Christ child and the Crib while the following verse is sung

And through all his wondrous childhood

He would honour and obey,

Love and watch the lowly Maiden,

In whose gentle arms he lay:

Christian children all must be

Mild, obedient, good as he.

Prayers of Penitence

The deacon invites the people to confess their sins using these words

The sun of righteousness has dawned

with healing in his wings.

Let us come to the light of Christ,

confessing our sins in penitence and faith.

Silence is kept.

God our Father,

you sent your Son full of grace and truth:

forgive our failure to receive him.

Lord, have mercy.

All 
Lord, have mercy.
Jesus our Saviour,

you were born in poverty and laid in a manger:

forgive our greed and rejection of your ways.

Christ, have mercy.

All 
Christ, have mercy.
Spirit of love,

your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call:

forgive the hardness of our hearts.

Lord, have mercy.

All 
Lord, have mercy.
The president says

May the God of all healing and forgiveness

draw you to himself,

that you may behold the glory of his Son,

the Word made flesh,

and be cleansed from all your sins,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All
Amen.

The procession continues to the sanctuary where the altar is censed while all sing the following verses


For he is our childhood's pattern,

Day by day like us he grew,

He was little, weak, and helpless,

Tears and smiles like us he knew;

And he feeleth for our sadness,

And he shareth in our gladness.

And our eyes at last shall see him,

Through his own redeeming love,

For that child so dear and gentle

Is our Lord in heaven above;

And he leads his children on

To the place where he is gone.

Not in that poor lowly stable,

With the oxen standing by,

We shall see him: but in heaven,

Set at God's right hand on high;

Where like stars his children crowned

All in white shall wait around.

The president says

In the name of the Father,

and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

All
Amen.

The Greeting

The president greets the people

Grace, mercy and peace

from God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you

All
and also with you.

The Christmas Candle Ceremony

The president introduces the Christmas Candle Ceremony

We have this Ring of Light to remind us of the coming of Jesus, 

the Light of the world.

The central candle is lit and the president says

We light this candle to celebrate the birth of Christ,

for his light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness will never overcome it.

People of God: shout and sing!

Tell the good news of peace on earth.

Lord, bring us today into Christ’s peace.

All God’s people shout:

All
Amen!

Angels dance

and the bright star shines.

All creation bows to the Lord of all.

Lord, bring us today into Christ’s light.

All God’s people shout:

All
Amen!

One with us,

yet born to save,

he will show us the way to God.

Lord, bring us today into Christ’s love.

All God’s people shout:

All
Amen!

People of God: shout and sing:

All
Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen!

The Gloria in excelsis is said or sung
Glory to God in the highest,

All
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.

The Collect

The president says or sings

Let us pray

and all remain standing for a period of silent prayer.

The president says or sings the Collect.

Almighty God,
you have given us your only-begotten Son
to take our nature upon him
and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin:
grant that we, who have been born again
and made your children by adoption and grace,
may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

All
Amen.
The Liturgy of the Word

Sit

First Reading

Isaiah 52.7-20

At the end the reader says

This is the word of the Lord.

All
Thanks be to God.

Remain seated

Psalm or Canticle

Second Reading

Hebrews 1.1-4

At the end the reader says

This is the word of the Lord.

All
Thanks be to God.

Stand

The Gradual Hymn is sung.

Gospel Reading

John 1.1-14
All turn to face the Book of the Gospels.
The following or another suitable acclamation heralds the Gospel reading.

Alleluia, alleluia.

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us

and we have seen his glory

All
Alleluia.
The deacon says

The Lord be with you

All
and also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

All
Glory to you, O Lord.

At the end the deacon says

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

All
Praise to you, O Christ.

The preacher says an opening invocation or prayer, and then all sit.

Sermon

At the end of the sermon all remain seated, standing when the president stands.

The Creed

We believe in one God, 

All
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession

The president introduces the prayers of intercession with these or other suitable words

Let us pray to the Father

through Christ who is our Light and Life.

Kneel

The deacon leads the intercessions.

Father, on this holy day your Son our Saviour 

was born in human flesh. 

Renew your Church as the body of Christ.
On this holy day there was no room for your Son in the inn. 

Protect with your love those who have no home 

and all who live in poverty.

Holy God

All
hear our prayer.
On this holy day Mary, in the pain of labour, 

brought your Son to birth. 

Hold in your hand […and] all who are in pain or distress.

On this holy day your Christ came as a light shining in the darkness. Bring comfort to […and] all who suffer in the sadness of our world.

Holy God

All
hear our prayer.

On this holy day the angels sang 'Peace to God's people on earth'. Strengthen those who work for peace and justice 

in […and in] all the world.
On this holy day shepherds in the field heard good tidings of joy. Give us grace to preach the gospel of Christ's redemption.

Holy God

All
hear our prayer.

On this holy day strangers found the Holy Family, 

and saw the baby lying in the manger. 

Bless our homes and all whom we love.

On this holy day heaven is come down to earth, 

and earth is raised to heaven. 

Hold in your hand [… and] all those who have passed through death 

in the hope of your coming kingdom.


Holy God

All
hear our prayer.

On this holy day Christians the world over celebrate Christ’s birth.

Open our hearts that he may be born in us today.
On this holy day angels and shepherds worshipped 

at the manger throne. 

Receive the worship we offer 

in fellowship with Mary, Joseph and the saints.

Holy God

All
hear our prayer.
Mary offered herself in obedience to God’s will. 

Let us ask her to join her prayers with ours

that God’s will may be fulfilled in us.

All
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.

Blessed art thou among women, 

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.

Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for us sinners,

now and at the hour of our death.

At the end of the prayers silence is kept and then the president says the following collect

Heavenly Father,
you have promised through your Son Jesus Christ,
that when we meet in his name,
and pray according to his mind,
he will be among us and hear our prayer:
in your love and mercy fulfil our desires,
and give us your greatest gift,
which is to know you, the only true God,
and your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All
Amen.
The Liturgy of the Sacrament

Stand

The Peace

The president introduces the Peace with this sentence

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,

and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you

All
and also with you.

The deacon says

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All exchange a sign of peace.

Preparation of the Table

Taking of the Bread and Wine

The Offertory Hymn is sung during which the altar is prepared and the gifts of the people are gathered and presented.

The president takes the bread and wine and says

Pray, my brothers and sisters, 

that our sacrifice may be acceptable 

to God the almighty Father.

All
May the Lord accept the sacrifice we offer

for the praise and glory of his name,

for our good, and the good of all his Church.

Word made flesh, life of the world,

in your incarnation you embraced our poverty:

by your Spirit may we share in your riches.

All
Amen.
The Eucharistic Prayer

Prayer A

The president says or sings

The Lord be with you

All
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

All
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All
It is right to give thanks and praise.
The president praises God for his mighty acts

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,

mighty creator, ever-living God.

We give you thanks and praise for your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ,

who for love of our fallen race humbled himself,

was born of the Virgin Mary by the power of your Spirit,

and lived as one of us.

In this mystery of the Word made flesh

you have caused his light to shine in our hearts,

to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.

In him we see our God made visible

and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see.

Therefore with all the angels of heaven

we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name

and sing our joyful hymn of praise:

All
Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

All remain standing as the president continues

Accept our praises, heavenly Father,
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,
and as we follow his example and obey his command,
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us his body and his blood;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.

Therefore, heavenly Father,

we remember his offering of himself

made once for all upon the cross;

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;

we look for the coming of your kingdom,

and with this bread and this cup

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.

The deacon says or sings

Great is the mystery of faith:

All
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
Accept through him, our great high priest,
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts
in the presence of your divine majesty,
renew us by your Spirit,
inspire us with your love
and unite us in the body of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, and with him and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,

we worship you. Father almighty,

with songs of everlasting praise:

All
Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever.  Amen.

All remain standing.

The Lord’s Prayer

The president introduces the Lord’s Prayer in these or other suitable words

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

All
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread

The president breaks the consecrated bread.

We break the bread of life,

and that life is the light of the world.

All 
God here among us,

light in the midst of us,

bring us to light and life.
The Agnus Dei is said or sung.

Lamb of God,

All
you take away the sin of the world,

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Giving of Communion

The president says the following or another appropriate invitation to communion

God’s holy gifts

for God’s holy people.

All
Jesus Christ is holy,

Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

The president and people receive communion
At the distribution the minister says

The body of Christ.

The blood of Christ.

The communicant replies each time Amen, and then receives.

Prayer after Communion

At the end of the distribution the president says

Let us pray

Stand

The president says the Post Communion prayer

God our Father,

whose Word has come among us

in the Holy Child of Bethlehem:

may the light of faith illumine our hearts

and shine in our words and deeds;

through him who is Christ the Lord.

All
Amen.
The following prayer is said

Almighty God,

All
we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.

The Dismissal

The final hymn is sung.

Blessing

The president says

The Lord be with you

All
and also with you.

The president uses this or another suitable blessing

May the Father,

who has loved the eternal Son

from before the foundation of the world,

shed that love upon you his children.

All
Amen.

May Christ,

who by his incarnation gathered into one

things earthly and heavenly,

fill you with joy and peace.
All
Amen.

May the Holy Spirit,

by whose overshadowing Mary became the God-bearer,

give you grace to carry the good news of Christ. 
All
Amen.

And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

All
Amen.

The deacon says

Proclaiming the Word made flesh, go in the peace of Christ.

All
Thanks be to God.

The ministers and people depart.

Please do not take this order of service away.
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